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1. DON VERNON, GENERAL MANAGER OF BOUGAINVILLE COPPER, TOLD 
ME FEB 27 THAT BOUGAINVILLE SEPARATIONIST SENTIMENT MAY NOT 
NOW BE VISIBLE BUT HAS BY NO MEANS DIED. 

2. HIS CONVERSATIONS WITH BOUGAINVILLE POLITICAL LEADERS 
AND WITH WHITE-COLLAR WORKERS AT COPPER MINE LEAD HIM TO 
BELIEVE THAT THE ULTIMATE AIM OF THE LEADERS IS SEPARATION. 

HE THINKS THAT THE PEOPLE CAN BE PERSUADED TO FOLLOW THE 
LEADERS TOWARDS A SEPARATE NATION. 

3. THE LEADERS RELIEVE IT IS BETTER TO TAKE ONE STEP AT 
A TIME TO REACH A SEPARATE STATE, AND HENCE THEY ARE 
PUSHING FOR AS MUCH PROVINCIAL AUTONOMY AS POSSIBLE NOW, HE 
SAID. THE BOUGAINVILLE LEADERS VIEWED THE GPNG DECISION 

TO LET THE PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT HAVE THE BCL ROYALTIES 
AS A GREAT MORAL VICTORY (EVEN THOUGH THE FINANCIAL GAIN 
WAS MINIMAL) BECAUSE THEY VIEW THIS AS A SIGNIFICANT STEP 
IN SEPARATION. THEY WANT BCL MONEY TO STAY IN BOUGAINVILLE, 
AND ARE WILLINGTO LET THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT'S MONEY STAY 
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4. COMMENT: VERNON IS INTELLIGENT, SEEMS TO HAVE A WIDE 
RANGE OF CONTACTS, AND HAS BEEN IN BOUGAINVILLE FOR SEVERAL 
YEARS. 

5. HIS VIEWS ARE VERY DIFFERENT FROM WHAT WE HEAR FROM 
POLITICAL SOURCES IN PORT MORESBY. IT IS IN GENERALLY 
THOUGHT HERE THAT THE GRANTING OF PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT TO 
BOUGAINVILLE HAS DEFUSED THE SEPARATIONS PRESSURES. THE 
PREVAILING VIEW IN MORESBY IS THAT SOME DEGREE OF AUTONOMY 
AND MORE DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS HAVE TAKEN THE STEAM OUT OF 
THE SEPARATIST DRIVE. IF THIS IS ONLY PORT MORESBY'S WISH- 
FUL THINKING, OUR APPRAISALS ABOUT THE FUTURE OF A UNITED 
PNG ARE UNREALISTIC. 

6. 1 AM CONCERNED THAT THIS POST DOES NOT HAVE THE TRAVEL 
MONEY TO PERMIT US TO VISIT BOUGAINVILLE SO THAT WE CAN KEEP 
ABREAST OF THE POLITICAL THINKING THERE. THE MOST RECENT 
TRIP ANYONE FROM THIS POST HAS MADE THERE WAS MY ONE DAY 
STOP ACCOMPANYING AMBASSADOR GREEN IN OCTOBER. A CONGEN 
VISIT TO BOUGAINVILLE SCHEDULED FOR FEBRUARY HAD TO BE 
CANCELLED BECAUSE OF LACK OF TRAVEL MONEY. 

OLMSTED 
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